Disability-adjusted life year (DALY) is a metric that combines both fatal and non-fatal health problems into a single number. It is the primary metric used by the World Health Organization to assess the global burden of disease, and the metrics for cancer were published in GLOBOCAN2008, which is a project to estimate the incidence, mortality, prevalence and DALY for major types of cancers, at national level, for 184 countries of the world. We abstracted the DALYs in Japan from the GLOBOCAN 2008 database (1). DALYs for cancer are calculated as the sum of the years of life lost (YLLs) due to premature mortality in the population and the years lost due to disability (YLDs) for cancer incident cases of the health condition. YLLs were calculated by multiplying the number of cancer-specific deaths at a given age with the standard life expectancy for that age group. YLDs were derived as the product of the number of cancer incidence, the average duration of the disability and disability weightings for the condition. Disability weights represent value preferences that scale a condition or state from 0 (complete health) to 1 (death). Figure 1 shows the estimated age-adjusted DALY rate per 100 000 population lost from cancer in 2008, after adjustment for the population size and age for males, and Fig. 2 shows these data for females.
